The paper analyses archetypal and socio-cultural foundations of Russian monasticism as a cultural phenomenon of the Novgorod land to determine its effect on the formation of the spiritual traditions of the Northwest region of Russia as a whole. The innovative trend in research is that the practice of monasticism, established in the Novgorod land, is studied by the methods of analytical psychology of C.G. Jung and that is the first time in Russian science.
Russia.
Theoretical framework
It should be stated that Russian monasticism has never observed in such a context before. 
Statement of the problem
The paper is devoted to the identification of a unique, symbolic model of perceiving the archetype of the Self, historically formed in monastic practices in the Novgorod land, and to evaluation of its impact on the formation of Russian spiritual traditions.
Methods
The most important theoretical and methodological basis of the paper is one of the great works of C.G. Jung, who "departed" from it is the power of illumination emanating from the archetypal figure. A man never feels as a subject in such a process, but always as an object only.
Not a man perceives holiness, but it captures and fascinates a man; not a man knows its revelation, but it is revealed to a man instead; in addition, and a man cannot even boast that the opened truth is correctly understood. Everything seems to be going against a man's will: it is the contents of the unconscious, and science cannot state anything more for sure, as it cannot resort to faith, going beyond the specific scientific borders" (Jung.
Psychology and alchemy, 1997. Pp. 51-52).
It is possible that the later paganism acted as the basis of this understanding of holiness, which, according to V.Toporov, "was interpreted as the result of special fruitful life force" 
